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century preacher, reminds us that “It is no small 
matter to stand up in the face of a congregation and 
deliver a message of salvation or condemnation, as 
from the living God, in the name of our Redeemer.”2

Preaching is directly influenced by our theology. If 
we really believe, not just as a matter of academic 
statement, but as genuine convictions, that the 
Bible is God’s revealed truth, inspired and inerrant 
in the originals, then our preaching and teaching 
of that revelatory corpus must, of necessity, be 
based on our careful study of the text in the original 
languages. 

There is no other way to have the immediate 
confidence necessary to undergird our 
proclamation of “thus says the Lord.” If you cannot 
read the Old Testament in Hebrew and the New 
Testament in Greek, you will always be at the mercy 
2The Reformed Pastor, edited and abridged by Jay Green 
(Grand Rapids: Sovereign Grace, 1971), 17.

of those who claim to be able to do so. The pastor 
may never become a scholar in the languages, but 
he absolutely must learn to understand the text 
as God saw fit to have it written. He must learn to 
read the text, use a lexicon, and evaluate and profit 
from the commentaries and grammars. He cannot 
depend on software to do this for him. 

Yes, any of the decent language-based software tools 
will parse every word for you, but if you don’t know 
what to do with that information, what good is it? 
There is a world of difference between pieces, even 
mountains, of data and comprehension.

Dr. Rodney Decker has served as Professor 
of Greek and New Testament at BBS since 
1996. He has published several books and 
scholarly articles. He also edits and maintains 
NTResources.com and has created several 
specialized TrueType fonts for Greek. Reach 
Dr. Decker at rod_decker@bbc.edu or 
570.585.9397. 
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MONDAY, SEPT. 21
	 “Literal Interpretation: What is our heritage?”

TUESDAY, SEPT. 22
	 “Progressive Revelation: Does meaning change?”

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23
	 “How does Matthew use Isaiah 7:14?”

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24
	 “The New Covenant: Is it ratified or inaugurated?”
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SPOTLIGHT MASTER 
OF

MINISTRY

Johnny Aseltine grew up in a Christian home and 
attended his church faithfully. However, going to 
church faithfully did not mean he had a growing 
relationship with God. 

Johnny’s life was changed through a camping 
ministry. While attending a camp, he came to 
understand at age 13 that salvation was more 
than not going to hell.

Now serving at Streamside Camp and Conference 
Center in the Poconos, where he heads the Bible 
Department and does maintenance during the 
conference seasons, Johnny is pursuing a Master 
of Ministry degree at Baptist Bible Seminary.

Johnny’s unique camping ministry allows him to 
minister to and work with inner-city children from 
Philadelphia. His degree will prepare and equip 
him to serve better.

What are you currently doing in ministry?
I am doing what I have always wanted to do: serve 
at a Bible camp and reach children and teens with 
the Gospel of Christ.

How did God lead you to BBS and the M.Min. 
program?
I had lunch with Glenn Amos (of Baptist Bible 
College) in 1999 and become excited by the 
possibilities at BBC&S. However, I had already 
committed to going on staff with another ministry. 
Years later, I found myself serving at Streamside 
Camp, just 45 minutes away from the campus. 

What will the program do for your ministry and  
your goals?
I would like to always be a part of a camping 
ministry, but I am hoping for an opportunity to 
teach in a Bible institute, either in the states or 
overseas.

The Master of Ministry degree gives me the tools 
I need for my current ministry and equips me for 

things that my Savior will reveal in time.

Will the program change your ministry at all?
The program has already changed the way I 
approach ministry at my camp as well as in 
my local church. I have been challenged to not 
assume that I know how ministry should operate. 
I should be willing to ask questions of the people I 
am trying to minister to. I want to know where they 
are in their walk with God and then try to get them 
one step closer through fellowship with Him and 
with others in the faith.

What is one important experience you have 
had while at BBS?
I chose the love of God as the topic 
of a paper I wrote for Contemporary 
Theological Issues. I wanted to 
define what the love of God 
is and how it should affect 
Christians. In the paper, I 
discussed whether love is 
an emotion or a choice, if 
it is unconditional, and 
how I am an example of 
God’s love to those I 
come in contact with. 

Writing the paper 
made me realize how 
God’s love should 
impact the way I live, 
and how I serve those 
I come in contact 
with. It really moved 
me when I realized that 
God doesn’t just choose to 
love me; God is love. I had to 
ask myself why I feel like I am so 
far away from being characterized as a 
loving person. I see that I have a long way to go to 
truly show the world God’s love.

M.Min.
Online or on campus.

Sharpen and  

add to your skills.  

Meet the challenges 

in your ministry.

Choose from nine 

concentrations.

To learn more 

contact Paul Golden  

pgolden@bbc.edu or 

800.451.2287
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Opportunity Corner
Fall 2009

Master’s Modules
AUG 25–SEP 4	MC850	 Military Chaplaincy Philosophy and Practice  

(Chaplain James May III) 

SEPT 1–4	 PT802	 Outreach Methods for Mobilizing 
Evangelism  
(Dr. Scott Bixby)

OCT 13–16	 PT828	 Developing a Fervency for the Ministry  
(Rev. Robert Anderson)

OCT 20–23	 PT848	 Developing a Youth Outreach Ministry  
(Rev. Brett Bixby)

OCT 20–23	 PT857	 Pastoral Care for the Hospitalized or 
Bereaved (Dr. David Culver)

Doctor of Ministry Modules
OCT 12–16	 D801	 Understanding the Middle East Mind in  

Bible Times (Dr. Alan Ingalls)

OCT 19–23	 D806	 Contemporary Theological Issues and 
Movements (Dr. James King)

Doctor of Philosophy Modules
OCT 12–16	 MP–1	 Developing Effective Leadership Skills  

(Dr. Howard Bixby)

OCT 19–23			   Advanced Seminar in Theological Method  
(Dr. Mike Stallard)

Internet Courses
BI501	 Exposition of Daniel & Revelation (Dr. David Mappes)

PT602 	 Principles of Church Growth (May include use of DVD)  
(Dr. Howard Bixby)

TH801 	 Pneumatology (Dr. Kenneth Gardoski)

OT500 	 Introduction to Old Testament & Old Testament Literature 
(Dr. Mark McGinniss)

OT502 	 Elements of Hebrew (Dr. Alan Ingalls)
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