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With a natural love for the city and a heart 
for people, Robert Rodriguez has answered 
the call to lead Project Antioch’s first 
church plant in New York City.

Rodriguez grew up in the First Spanish 
Baptist Church of Brooklyn, NY, where he 
helped lead the church’s bilingual Bible 
institute. An experience at a Christian 
camp as a senior in high school gave him a 
burden for ministry.   

Rodriguez completed his pastoral training at 
Pensacola Christian College and Northeast 
Baptist Bible College. Additionally he 
has completed coursework online and is 
currently a student in the Master of Divinity 
program at Baptist Bible Seminary. He has 
served as the senior pastor of Christ Baptist 
Church in Columbia, NJ, since 2005.

Moving into the city
Rodriguez was led to become a part of 
Project Antioch after being introduced 
to its mission by Jose Alonzo – a M.Div. 
student at BBS, and Ken Davis, the Director 
of Project Jerusalem and BBS’ Director of 
Church Planting.

“The city is where everything is,” Rodriguez 
said. “The governmental, cultural, and 
commercial centers are all there. I think the 
way our cities go, is the way our country 
goes. If we want to affect change in our 
country, if we want to affect change in the 
world, if we want to see multitudes of people 
being saved, then the city is where that 
needs to happen.”

Because of its diverse and rich multicultural 
nature, Astoria, NY in Queens was selected 
for the location of the first plant.

Project Antioch is seeking to plant and aid 
to prosper multiple churches over the next 
ten years. The goal for the first plant in 
Astoria is to be financially self- supporting 
within five years and 
ready to assist with 
the next church 
planted in the city.

“Our vision is 
strong,” Rodriguez 
said. “We already 
have a desire to 
see where the next 
church plant is 
going to be, we’re already looking ahead to 
see what God’s going to do.

Raising support
Reaching a goal for support is the primary 
challenge for a mission in its beginning 
stages. With New York City’s high cost of 
living, this is particularly challenging for 
Project Antioch and the Rodriguez family. 

Funding for the project is vital. Support 
for the family has been set at $75,000 
per year. A small portion of that goal has 
already been met.

“We’re trusting God to raise the money, and 
we’re excited about seeing what He is going 
to do,” Rodriguez said.

Reach Robert Rodriguez at revrobrodriguez@gmail.
com or 908.494.3072.

JOIN 
the team

You can be a part of what is 

happening in New York City 

through Project Antioch. 

Partner Churches and 

Promise Churches 

are needed to provide 

�nancial support, prayers 

and encouragement, 

and assistance with 

special projects.

If you or your church would 

like to pledge support to 

the project, contact Ken 

Davis at kdavis@bbc.edu 

or 570.585.9269. To make 

a donation over the phone, 

call 800.451.8668 or go to 

www.bbc.edu/donate and 

select “Project Jerusalem.”
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Canadian Shawn Symons 
has found a good fit to 
advance his career in ministry 
leadership with Baptist Bible 
Seminary’s online Master of 
Ministry program.

Currently the interim pastor at 
New Life Community Church 
in Grimsby, Ontario, Shawn 
lives in nearby Hamilton. He 
has worked with the youth 
at West Highland Baptist 

in Hamilton and Fellowship Baptist in Collingwood, 
Ontario, and has been in full-time youth ministry for 
three years. 

Shawn and his wife, Eleanor, have five children: 
Dave (23), Craig (21), Steve (19), Ian (17), and Elaine (12).  

What prompted you to choose the Master of Ministry program?
My current goal is to transition from youth ministry to a 
senior pastor role. These courses are helping prepare me 
for future ministry assignments. 

I have been able to work full time while doing the 
courses. This has helped to speed up the process. It has 
also meant much less disruption to the family.  

What led you to Baptist Bible Seminary?
Dr. Robert Elkington (M.Min., 1994; D.Min., 2002) was a 
pastor of mine when we lived in the Collingwood area. He 
encouraged me to go this route. 

I also had many discussions with Paul Golden (Director 
of Seminary Admissions) while we attended biblical 
counseling conferences in Lafayette, IN.

How have your classes been helpful in your ministry?
Each course has provided me with knowledge and 
insight. They have also provided me with tools I can use 
directly in ministry. The courses have not only expanded 
my knowledge of the Bible, they have given me practical 
insight and the tools to apply this knowledge in everyday 
ministry life.

How has the online format benefitted you?
The format provides flexibility and accountability. 
Flexibility in that you can work from home and work 
anytime during the day. Accountability because there are 
deadlines that you have to maintain. 

The interaction with other students and the instructors 
has been very encouraging and enlightening. I have 
really enjoyed it because often they will share from 
their testimonies and ministry experience. This type of 
interaction has really helped me see how God is using 
these individuals and has helped me to keep my ministry 
efforts in focus.

Contact Shawn at ypshawn@hotmail.com

MASTER
OF

MINISTRY

Learn more about the M.Min. program and your options at www.bbc.edu/seminary.

The Master of Ministry program offers you the 
flexibility and convenience of online distance 
learning. 

You can complete courses at your desired pace 
without disrupting your current ministry. Tailor a 
degree for your needs from nine concentrations.

Earning a M.Min. or a M.Div. degree is as affordable 
as ever. Tuition is now just $300 per credit hour.

Even better: The Training Timothys Scholarship can 
bring the tuition to less than $100 per credit hour.

Contact us for details or learn more at www.bbc.
edu/seminary.

M.Min. Degree

Contact BBSadmissions@bbc.edu or 800.451.2287.
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Opportunity Corner  |  Fall 2011
INTERNET | COURSES
Aug 22–Oct 14

BI821	 Overview of the Bible (Dr. Gromacki)

PT602	 Principles of Church Growth (Dr. Bixby) (Includes use of DVD; see 
website for complete details)

Sept 5–Dec. 16

OT502	 Elements of Hebrew I (Dr. Ingalls)
Oct. 17–Dec. 16

OT500	 Introduction to Old Testament & OT Literature (Dr. McGinniss)

PT508	 Personal Evangelism in a Postmodern Era (Rev. Stallard)
NT501	 Introduction to New Testament (Dr. Fabricatore)

Course listings are not exhaustive and are subject to change. 

MASTER’S | MODULES
Aug 23–26

MI809	 Ethnic and Multi-Ethnic Ministry Strategies (Rev. Davis)
Aug 23–Sept 2

MC850	Military Chaplaincy Philosophy and Practice (Chap. May)

PT500	 Training Ministries of the Church (Dr. Austin)
October 4–7	

PT828	 Developing a Fervency for the Ministry (Rev. Anderson)

PT857	 Pastoral Care for the Hospitalized or Bereaved (Dr. Culver)

PT839	 Growing a Godly Youth Group (Rev. Peterson)
October 11–14

PT848	 Developing a Youth Outreach Ministry (Rev. Bixby)

PT838	 Evangelism on the College Campus (Dr. Miller)

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY | MODULES
Oct 3–7

D801	 Understanding the Middle East Mind in Bible Times (Dr. Ingalls)

D806	 Contemporary Theological Issues & Movements (Dr. King)
Oct 10–14

D501	 Developing Effective Leadership Skills (Dr. Bixby)

D861	 Methods & Programs for Church Outreach (Dr. Cowman)

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY | MODULES
Oct 3–7

BI9	 Understanding the Middle East Mind in Bible Times (Dr. Ingalls)

PH11,12,13   Interdisciplinary Seminar and Communication Practicum 
(Dr. McGinniss)

Oct 10–14

BI3	 Analysis of New Testament Books (Dr. Gromacki)

OT2	 Old Testament Theology (Dr. McGinniss)

TH1	 Advanced Seminar on Theological Method (Dr. Stallard)

NT8	 Seminar in Gospel Studies (Dr. Arp)

MP1	 Developing Effective Leadership Skills (Dr. Bixby)

800.451.2287    www.bbc.edu/seminary


