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Many people enjoy watching the Food Network. 
Some of my favorite cooking shows include Top 
Chef, Chopped, and Iron Chef America. I love to see 
professional chefs like Emeril Lagasse, Bobby Flay, 
and Mario Batali at work. It is amazing to watch 
their skill and creativity in preparing delectable 
meals. A good chef knows the value of planning 
his menu and going to the store early in the 
morning to buy the freshest fruits, vegetables, and 
meats. 

In the same way, a pastor should know the value of 
preparing a preaching plan. It is important to have 
a balanced spiritual menu of biblical, expository 
sermons to feed your people so they can grow 
spiritually. Your church members and visitors need 
to hear messages on books of the Bible. They also 
need to hear what the Bible teaches about living 
the Christian life, marriage and family, core values 
of the church, and doctrines of the faith. 

Why use a preaching plan? A preaching plan 
will give you direction as you study God’s Word 
each week. You will not have to worry on Monday 
about what you are going to preach next Sunday. 
You can get started working on your sermon 
right away. If you know the texts and topics of the 
sermons you will preach in the next few weeks, 
you will have time to look for illustrations that 
go with your messages. You can give your plan to 
your worship leader, who will have time to find 
praise choruses, hymns, and special music to go 
with your message. 
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First, take a day or a weekend and get away with 
your Bible, a pen, and a notepad. Spend time in 
prayer and reading your Bible. Write out your 
evaluation of your church. What are its needs 
now? Write out ideas for possible sermon series. 
Decide on a book of the Bible you want to study 

and preach this year. Brainstorm on possible 
creative titles for your series and sermons within it.

Second, read through the book of the Bible and 
divide it into preaching sections. I suggest you 
divide longer books of the Bible into shorter 
series. For instance, you may want to divide the 
book of Genesis into four: Back to the Beginning 
(Genesis 1–11), Step out by Faith: The Story of 
Abraham (Genesis 12–25), Wrestling with God: The 
Stories of Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 25–36), and How 
God Fulfills Our Dreams: The Story of Joseph (Genesis 
37–50). Next, work on the titles and texts for the 
individual sermons. 

I keep a list of different sermon series in a Word 
document on my computer. I have two major 
sections: sermon series on books of the Bible and 
topical sermon series. I am continually revising 
and updating titles for different sermons I plan 
on preaching in the future. For example, I have 
a three-week series entitled God’s Forecast for the 
Future. Other titles include: God’s Future Plan for the 
Church, God’s Future Plan for Israel, and God’s Future 
Plan for the Nations. 

When preparing a preaching plan, be sure to 
consider special holidays, such as Christmas, 
Easter, and Mother’s Day. You may want to break 
off your series in a book of the Bible to give a 
message appropriate for a holiday. 

Once you know your texts and titles, you can 
begin studying for each of the sermons. Study 
the historical background of the book you are 
preaching. Work on the exegetical and sermon 
outlines. Brainstorm possible illustrations 
and applications. Think about creative ways 
of communication including the use of props, 
movie clips, and PowerPoint slides. Write out your 
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purposes for preaching your sermons. You could 
also work on sermon study guides for people in 
your church to use in their personal devotions, 
and add discussion questions to the guides 
useful for small group studies. These guides will 
help your people study the Word along with you.

Get people in your church involved in the 
planning process. If you have some creative 
people in your church, you can give them your 
preaching plan and have them do artwork for 
your series to be used in PowerPoint as well as 
covers for DVDs and CDs.

It is wise to vary your series in your plan. If 
you preach a series on an Old Testament book, 
then your next series could be a topical series 
on a Bible doctrine or contemporary issue. You 
should try for sermon series of varying lengths: 
four-week series, six-week series, or a series for 
the fall. 

Planning ahead will make preparation much 
more enjoyable and give you added time to 
prepare excellent sermons.

Dr. Gary Gromacki is Associate Professor of Bible 
and Homiletics. He also serves as editor of The 
Journal of Ministry & Theology. Reach him at 
ggromacki@bbc.edu or 570.585.9395. 

Experience Renewal 

at the Next Minister’s Enrichment Day
Save the Date: Tuesday, October 26

Minister’s Enrichment Day offers a time 
for you to enjoy solid Bible teaching, 
workshops, and encouraging fellowship 
with other ministry leaders.  The day also 
includes special messages from author, 
theologian, and educator Dr. Charles Ryrie.

Spring Minister’s Enrichment Day attendee 
Fred Jacoby was renewed throughout the 
day of teaching and refreshment. 

“It’s a great thing for pastors to get great information 
for ministry,” said Fred, an associate pastor at 
Cornerstone Community Baptist Church in 
Kunkletown, PA.

Through chapel sessions, workshops designed for 
pastors, youth pastors, and pastors’ wives, you will be 
challenged and exhorted through the Word of God. 
The schedule includes a keynote session, a general 
session, and two afternoon workshops, as well as time 
to visit the campus.

For details, contact Lee Kliewer at lkliewer@bbc.edu 
or 570.585.9379.

Seminary Scholarships  
Available to You

BBS offers several scholarships to make education affordable for 
you. Academic and merit-based scholarships allow students to 
take seminary classes for a fraction of the regular tuition prices. 

Many students currently benefit from BBS Scholarships, such 
as Joshua Brosius, who benefits from the Training Timothys 
Scholarship for full-time master’s students.  

“The various scholarships that I have received throughout my 
time at Seminary have allowed me to work less and spend more 
time with both my family and our church family,” Joshua said. “We 
appreciate what God has done and is doing through BBS.”

Scholarships are available for you through nine different programs, 
such as the Dean’s Scholarship, The Training Timothys Scholarship, 
and the Project Jerusalem Scholarship. 

Financial assistance makes Seminary training affordable for you 
and will allow you to spend more time in ministry and less time 
worrying about financing your education.

Like Joshua, you, too, can benefit from Baptist Bible Seminary’s 
various scholarships. And you can qualify for several kinds of 
assistance. 

For details, contact Paul Golden at pgolden@bbc.edu or 
570.585.9396. Details are also online at www.bbc.edu/seminary.
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Created in 2007, the Worship Ministries 
Leadership concentration at Baptist Bible 
Seminary is a uniquely balanced program led 
by a ministry veteran. 

BBS’ accredited program equips students to 
build up the body of Christ through corporate 
worship, encourage individuals in personal 
worship, and effectively use the talents of 
others to serve Christ in worship ministries.  

The core curriculum includes courses in 
Bible, theology, music, worship techniques, 
and drama and music. The concentration is 
available under both the Master of Ministry 
and Master of Divinity degree programs.

Dr. Donald Ellsworth, Professor of Worship 
Ministries Leadership and Director of the 
Worship Ministries Leadership program, 
was raised in Johnson City, NY, the original 
home of BBS. He attended BBC for two years 
before pursing further music training. He 
then received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Ithaca College. He also holds a Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree in Church Music from the 
University of Southern California.

After teaching at Baptist Bible College & 
Seminary from 1965–1984, Dr. Ellsworth 
moved to California. There, he was involved in 
church and college ministries in San Diego. 
He and his wife, Judy, have been back in 
Pennsylvania at BBS since 2007.

Can you describe the program and your role in it?
I am a Professor of Worship Ministries 
Leadership and the director of the program. 
The program is designed to educate our 
Seminary men in the importance and 
implementation of group worship, searching 
the Bible for theological implications 
and biblical direction in enhancing our 
understanding to lead worship in this 
generation and culture, that is, biblical truth 
in worship in the 21st century.

Why the Worship 
Ministries Leadership program?
Churches in this country and all over the 
world are raising a cry for men who are 
qualified musically, spiritually, and biblically 
to lead in worship. There is a real and 
significant need, and the best place to train is 
a place like BBS, where a student can graduate 
with a clear understanding of the Bible, a 
passion for personal and group worship, and 
sufficient musical and administrative skills to 
provide dynamic leadership.  It’s a “package 
deal,” best offered by a place like this.  

How have you seen God work through the 
program?
Though the program is only two-and-a-half 
years old, we already have BBS students 
serving in worship leading positions in nearby 
local churches, church plants (such as BBS’ 
Project Jerusalem) and military chapels. 
Most of our courses are equally appropriate 
for men preparing for nearly any ministry, 
such as pastoral, youth, missions, and music/
worship, so we all benefit from the interplay of 
different perspectives.

What do you enjoy most about your role at BBS?
It has been refreshing, after over 40 years 
teaching at the undergrad level, to have finally 
“graduated” and to work with older students 
who have sorted through their ministry 
options and through maturing years have felt 
clear leading to a specific area of ministry.

What is your verse of encouragement?
I’ll say 2 Corinthians 5:14-15: “For Christ’s 
love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all and therefore all died. 
And he died for all, that those who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again.”
Dr. Don Ellsworth is Professor of Worship Ministries 
Leadership and Director of the Worship Ministries Leadership 
program. Reach him at dellsworth@bbc.edu or 570.585.9393.

Donald Ellsworth 
Worship Ministries Leadership

ne on One
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omniscience nor does it mean the interpreter holds 
all interpretations to the same degree.  

Challenges to these hermeneutical norms began 
to be popularized after World War II and the new 
hermeneutic emerged positing the meaning of the 
author is actually a fusion between the reader’s 
perspective and the authors of the text, thus 
both certainty and simplicity were denied.  With 
the flowering of postmodernism, the notion of 
simplicity (single meaning) and certainty (no 
plausible, justifiable doubt) are being radically 
denied. Postmodernism is often defined as a 
provisonalizing of all knowledge which is necessarily 
subject to ongoing revision.  

Since the postmodernist argues all truth assertions/ 
language (including Scripture) is constructed 
by a particular culture/society, then any truth 
assertion (including Scripture) is actually a cultural 
expression particular to one social group. Thus the 
postmodern emerging kind of Christianity argues 
that everyone (including the Scriptural authors) 
operate from there own presuppositional, culture 
lenses and filters which to some extent distorts 
the very reality they sought to present (hence the 
popular though incorrect phrase, perception is 
reality). In this model, the Scriptural authors do not 
present truth and reality but rather they present 
what they perceive to be real and true.  

Many of these emerging postmodern Christian 
authors conclude the following: Since all knowledge 
can only be held at a provisional level of confidence 
(not certainty) subject to continual revision, then 
tolerance and dialogue are held as the loftiest of 
virtues. Those who claim certainty are often referred 
to as arrogant, divisive, subversive, and disruptive to 
this communal norm of tolerance. This tolerance is 
then incorrectly portrayed as humility. 

Second, they posit that actual author intent can 
change due to the reader’s position, thus author 
meaning is fused with personal application and 

meaningfulness of the reader. This fusion creates 
the inability to critique and correct another’s 
interpretation, since meaning is personalized as 
meaningfulness and it further drives the reader to 
always discover new meaning. 

Third and most seriously, this postmodern kind 
of Christianity necessarily posits that a difference 
exists between the Scripture and the actual words/
revelation/intent of God. Thus moral commands 
and doctrines in Scripture become more of a 
human author’s partially distorted view on a matter 
rather than God revealing His truth and reality. 
This separation between the Scripture and God’s 
revelation creates a type of mystical and neo-
orthodox approach to interpreting the text. In short, 
the reader becomes the determiner of meaning and 
significance of the text and not the biblical author.  

Hemereneutical realism (not perception) insists 
the author’s verbal meaning is fixed, determinative, 
and constant and can be known in varying degrees 
(depending on the literary evidence in the text) 
and that a distinction is made between the authors 
meaning and its meaningfulness (or significance) to 
the reader. 

Returning to the initial question of who makes the 
Scripture relevant and meaningful, it is neither 
the communicator nor the listener. The meaning 
of Scripture is not made relevant. It is relevant. Its 
relevancy is based upon the author’s intended meaning 
and then significance is the readers’ appropriate 
relationship to the author’s meaning.

To post comments or read further resources, go to 
http://faculty.bbc.edu/dmappes.

Dr. David Mappes is Associate Professor of Theology 
and Bible Exposition. Reach him at dmappes@bbc.
edu or 570.585.9394. For more by Dr. Mappes, see: 
“A New Kind of Christian: A Review” in Bibliotheca 
Sacra 161 (July-September, 2004): 289-303; “The 
Nobility and Knowability of Truth: Part 1” in The 
Journal of Ministry and Theology 12 (Spring 2009): 
64-105 and “The Nobility and Knowability of 
Scripture: Part 2” in The Journal of Ministry and Theology 13 (Fall 
2009): 96-117 and the upcoming article, “What is Faith in Luke 
18:1-8” in Bibliotheca Sacra (July-September 2010).

Continued from page 1
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Pastor David Lunsford is a student in Baptist Bible 
Seminary’s online Master of Ministry program. He is 
also working toward entering the doctoral program 
at BBS.

Originally from Watertown, NY, David is senior 
pastor at First Baptist Church in Ferndale, WA, 
where he has been for over eight years. He and 
his wife, Susan, have three married children, five 
grandchildren, and one grandchild on  
the way.

How did you come to know Christ as your Savior?
I was raised in a pastor’s home and my church 
attendance began at week two of my life. As I was 
taught God’s truth consistently, it was an easy 
decision as a young child to receive Christ. 

How did you recognize God’s calling in your life to 
pastoral ministry?
My call to pastoral ministry was inextricably tied 
to my relationship with God. As a 19-year-old 
sophomore at Corban University (then Western 
Baptist Bible College), I came to understand that 
what was missing in my life was God’s peace and 
joy and all of the things He was waiting to do if I 
would surrender to the Lordship of Christ. Part of 
my struggle with God was an unwillingness to do 
whatever He asked, especially if it involved being a 
pastor or missionary. I finally relented, gave God the 
blank check, and knew immediately I should pursue 
the pastorate, which I did with joy. My driving force 
became a desire to help others know the joy and 
peace I came to know in that moment.

What led you to BBS?
I received a B.S. degree in theology and a fifth-year 
Bachelor of Theology degree in Pastoral Education 
from Corban and then went into the ministry. After 
a few years, I wanted to pursue a master’s degree, 
but I couldn’t find a school with the valuable 
content and a delivery system that suited staying 
in the ministry. As time passed—I’ve been in the 

ministry 31 years—I desired to enter a doctoral 
program but couldn’t without a master’s degree. 
When I met (former BBS Dean) Dr. Howard Bixby 
a few years ago, he suggested I could enter the 
program at BBS, and they would take into account 
all the education I have received and create a path 
toward the doctoral degree.

How has the BBS online program helped you 
accomplish your goals?
The variable format of the classes at BBS is a key 
reason I am studying there. While I could take all 
the classes online, I also am taking some classes 
in person in the two-week format. I love taking 
two weeks out for a study break. It is beneficial to 
me on several levels. This year, I took (Seminary 
Dean) Dr. Mike Stallard’s class on Dispensational 
Premillennialism. 

How will your studies benefit you in your ministry?
My studies have been wonderfully enriching to my 
ministry. The first two classes I took were Training 
Ministries of the Church with Dr. Dann Austin 
and Principles of Church Growth with Dr. Bixby. 
Our church has been growing, but we were at a 
point where we needed a more intentional plan for 
growing. These two classes gave me many principles 
on which to build a plan for progress.

What has been the biggest impact BBS has had on 
you? 
It seems everything I have been reading and hearing 
in class is just what I needed to strengthen 
what I already believe and practice. In 
some ways, I think what I am learning 
is bringing together beliefs and 
principles that have been in 
my mind and heart but not 
in a useful way. 

David Lunsford lives in 
Ferndale, WA. Reach 
him at pastordave@
ferndalebaptist.com.

ONLINE
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Opportunity Corner   |   Fall 2010
MASTER’S | MODULES
8/24–27	 MI814	 Churches Planting Churches (Davis)

8/24–9/3	 PT500 	 Training Ministries of the Church (Austin)

10/12–15	 PT841 	 Building Next Generations into the Church 
(Flanders)

10/19–22	 PT834 	 Preaching with Power and Application to Today’s 
Culture (Whiting)

	 PT848 	 Developing a Youth Outreach Ministry  
(B Bixby)

INTERNET | COURSES
PT602	 Principles of Church Growth (Includes use of DVD)  

(H Bixby)

NT502	 Elements of Greek (Decker)

BI602	 Pentateuch (Ingalls)

BI607	 Exposition of Ephesians (Gromacki)

PT801	 The Art of Discipling: Training Timothys (Austin)

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY | MODULES
10/11–15	 D501	 Developing Effective Leadership Skills (H Bixby)

	 D829	 Contemporary Preaching: Mastering Issues of 
Passion, Clarity & Relevance   (Gromacki)

10/18–22	 D805	 Contemporary Christian Issues from the 
Corinthian Church (Gardoski)

	 D831	 Teaching and Communication Methods that 
Connect (King)

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY | MODULES
10/11–15	 MP1 	 Developing Effective Leadership Skills (H Bixby)

	 PH11,12,13 Interdisciplinary Seminar and Communication 
Practicum (McGinniss)

Oct 18–22	 OT3	 Advanced Readings in the Hebrew Bible 
(McGinniss)

	 TH1 	 Advanced Seminar on Theological Method 
(Stallard)

	 NT9 	 Exegetical Studies in Non-Pauline Literature (Arp)
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